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Charlsie “Charlene” Cooper 86, beloved mother, grandmother and great-
grandmother passed away March 25, 2020, in Hurst. 
A graveside service for immediate family only will be held due to the coronavirus. 
Memorial service is planned at a future date. 
Charlene was born in Houston on March 5, 1934, the second daughter of Tom Allen 
and Jennie (Bowers) Champion. Her older sister, Virginia, was several years older and 
soon likened her baby sister as her dear little sister. She was supposed to be a boy, 
thus the name of Charlsie, named after her grandfather Charley Champion, however 
she did not like the name so she went by her middle name all her life. She lived her 
early days in Galena Park in the house her father built. The family moved to Alvord 
where she attended first and second grade. 
The family returned to Galena Park in 1942 where she attended third through sixth 
grade. They moved to Decatur in 1946 where she attended seventh through twelfth 
grade when her parents bought land in the southeast part of Decatur. She graduated 
in the top five of her class from Decatur High School in 1952. While attending high 

school, she met her future husband, Johnny H. Cooper, and they married Aug. 16, 1953. 
There were four children born from this union, Cathy, Allen, Libby and Becky, all born in Decatur. She loved her family 
dearly and enjoyed being together with them. 
In 1967, the family moved to Fort Worth settling in the Riverside section and remained in the same house until her 
health declined in 2014. Charlene was active in the schools her children attended and in Riverside Little League where 
Johnny coached baseball. In June 1977, they purchased a barbecue restaurant on East Lancaster known as Johnny D’s 
and sometime after, one in Decatur, where she worked as the bookkeeper until it closed. After that she worked for 
Transport Life Insurance Company in downtown Fort Worth from July 1989 until they downsized in 1996. She started 
work as a bookkeeper for Rita’s World in May 1997 and remained there until Rita closed her furniture store in April 
2006. 
Charlene was preceded in death by her parents; her husband in 1994; and her only sibling, Virginia and her husband, 
Jack Kline; and numerous members of the Cooper family. 
Survivors: Cathy (Kenneth) Seifert of Fort Worth, Johnny Allen (Tammie) Cooper of Decatur, Becky Pulliam of Fort 
Worth, Libby (Greg) Hall of Haslet and bonus son, Billy Hamilton and family; grandchildren, Stephanie (Chris) Cain of 
Mabank, Shaun Seifert, Jordan (Lindsey) Seifert of Haltom City, Christina (Lance) Yarbough of Burleson, Ryan Pederson, 
Tasha (Fabian) Gamez, Christopher Pulliam of Fort Worth, Brandon (Stephanie) Hall and Shelby (Gregg) Spurgeon; nine 
great-grandchildren and one on the way; four sisters-in-law, Veda Sherman, Bobbie Rhine and Sharon Cooper, all of 
Decatur and Deanie Cooper of Denton; and a host of nieces and nephews. 
In lieu of flowers, the family wishes for contributions to go to Springdale Baptist Church, 3016 Selma St., Fort Worth, TX 
76111, in her honor. 
 


