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Mary Jo Finley Helm 
Mary Jo Finley Helm was born on April 12, 1923, in Alvord to Wiley H. And Sallie G. 
Finley and passed away on May 31, 2021, in Fort Worth at 98 years old. She was 
preceded in death by her parents; brother Wilson Finley (a World War II hero with 
numerous military awards who lost his life in Germany following the Battle of the 
Bulge); husband H.M. Helm Jr.; and daughter-in-law Donna Helm. 
Mary Jo grew up in Alvord where she had a wonderful childhood playing with her 
brother and sister, Bobbi. They often accompanied their father on his rural mail 
carrier route. They also spent a lot of time attending Wilson’s sporting events where 
he excelled in football and track. Mary Jo graduated from Alvord High School and 
attended Baylor University before graduating from Texas Woman’s University in 
Denton, where her favorite classes were fashion and jewelry design. 
Her love of fashion design led to a job at Neiman Marcus in Dallas where she idolized 
Stanley Marcus. This lead to two stents at the downtown Neiman’s store. One when 

she was in her 20s and another in her 60s. 
Married in 1949, she became a housewife raising two sons and being involved in a number of organizations. Moving 
around Texas, they lived in Corpus Christi, Tyler, Decatur, Austin, Arlington and eventually Oklahoma City before retiring 
in Decatur. In addition to making lifelong friends in each location, Mary Jo was active in the American Association of 
University Women and the Texas Arabian Horse Club. She also enjoyed teaching kindergarten at St. Alban’s Episcopal 
Church in Arlington. 
Mary Jo loved traveling, first with her parents and later with her son, Jon. The Finleys often traveled by train around the 
U.S., attending rural letter carrier conventions. By the time she was 13, Mary Jo had seen both the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans. Trips to California and South Bend, Ind., to visit her sister’s family and a car trip from Texas to Expo ’67 in 
Montreal, Canada, were some of her most enjoyable trips. 
With Jon, she traveled to Amsterdam and Maastricht in the Netherlands, Brussels, Paris, Prague, Rome and Stockholm. 
She also enjoyed traveling with Jon to the Big Bend country in far West Texas, which led to her living in Marfa and Alpine 
in her late 80s. She probably got her pioneer spirit and love of travel from her grandfathers: Henderson Finley (1829-
1915) who was a Baptist Church circuit rider in Mississippi and Texas and John Ribble (1866-1964) who worked as a 
cowboy on the Waggoner ranch in Foard County. Her favorite sayings were: “never give up” and “always do the best 
that you can do.” 
Mary Jo is survived by her sister, Bobbi Williams of Avon, Conn.; her sons, Jon Finley Helm of Fort Worth and Monroe 
Helm and his wife, Malee, of Dallas; grandson Blake Helm of Dallas; granddaughter Jackie Collins and husband, Ben, of 
Dallas; and great-grandson Cannon Collins of Dallas. 
She is also survived by nieces Dana Roccasecca of Tuxedo, N.Y., Mandy Williams of Greenville, N.C., and Martha 
Pendleton of Scottsdale, Ariz.; and nephews Dr. Mark Williams of Greenville, N.C., and Scott Williams of Wilton, Conn. 
A memorial service will be held in Decatur at a later date. 
 


