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William Thurman Inabnett Jr. 
The family of William Thurman Inabnett Jr. regretfully announces his passing on May 
5, 2021, at the age of 79. Thurman, as his family called him, was born May 4, 1942, 
to William Thurman and Lila Maxine Inabnett. He grew up in Decatur and graduated 
from Decatur High School in 1960. Thurman attended the University of Oklahoma 
and New Mexico Military Institute after which he enlisted in the U.S. Army and was 
assigned to its Security Agency. Thurman served four tours in Vietnam and was 
stationed for a time in Japan. After his discharge, Thurman attended Elkins Institute 
in Oklahoma City, which launched his career in computer technology. 
Thurman lived in Daingerfield, where he had many friends and was widely known as 
“Big Bill” and “Computer Bill.” Bill built and maintained computers for the Morris 
County courthouse and sheriff’s department, as well as school districts, churches and 
individuals in the area, often providing his services for free to non-profits and those 
who could not afford to pay. Bill was very proud that the Morris County computers 

never got hacked, when state computer systems built by others did. 
Bill was even once-described as the “unofficial Mayor of Jenkins,” an unincorporated nearby community of about 300 
residents where he provided free computer services to its community center and fire department and was largely 
responsible for obtaining broadband and high speed internet service. 
Bill was a “character” and loved being described as such. He was a masterful storyteller and relished when people did 
not believe his far-fetched stories, but then called them out with proof. Bill never met a stranger and made it a point to 
seek out new acquaintances, whether a cashier or business owner, the next time he saw them. 
He loved the Daingerfield Tigers and enjoyed attending their football games, especially when his close friend Steve 
Cowan’s three sons played in the playoffs. He also loved Dodge trucks and always drove the latest model. When Dodge 
did not offer a certain gadget, Bill would remove the dashboard and install it himself, with his sidekick Jimmy Adcock 
doing the manual labor under Bill’s close supervision. 
Bill was a fixture at Hawkins Family Restaurant in Daingerfield and Arnold’s Family Restaurant in Lone Star, where he sat 
proudly, daily among the pundits at the “table of knowledge” at both restaurants. Their staff and patrons were among 
his extended family. Bill will be greatly missed in the Daingerfield community. 
In recent years, Bill relied on his loyal aide and housekeeper, Sheila Meadows, to remain self-sufficient when his health 
began to fail, and Bill’s family and friends are grateful to Sheila for her service. 
Bill was preceded in death by his parents and younger brother, Michael Christian “Chris” Inabnett. 
He is survived by his daughter, Kaye Sarah Inabnett of Wylie, and his three cousins, Sally Engstrom of Fort Worth, Susan 
Cocanougher of Decatur and Sandra Hammond of Denton. 
 


